UNIT 6 – UNWANTED

TEXT 2 – CLIMATE REFUGEES (p 106-107)
Corrigé Workbook (p. 48-49) 

1. Millions uprooted 

General comprehension 

A. 1. pessimistic 2. Plusieurs phrases donnent une tonalité pessimiste à cet article :

 • “Experts estimate that as many as 250 million people – a population almost that of the entire United States – could be on the move by 2050.” (l. 1) 

• “207 million people (...) will not have enough water inside a decade.” (l. 16) 

• “130 million people will be at risk of hunger by the middle of the century.” (l. 19) 

• “By 2100, crop revenues in Africa will drop 90 percent.” (l. 20) 
Part one (from the beginning to line 22) 
B. False → “estimate” (l. 1) – “could be” (l. 4) 

C. Les neuf raisons suivantes sont mentionnées dans l’article :

• Temperatures are increasing → “temperatures are rising” (l. 5) 

• Desert areas are spreading → “desertification has set in” (l. 6) 

• There will not be enough rainfall → “where rainfall is needed most” (l. 7) 

• Rainfall in tropical areas will increase a lot → “more potent monsoons” (l. 8) 

• A lot of land will be flooded → “making flood-prone areas worse” (l. 9) 

• Glaciers are going to melt → “melting glaciers” (l. 11) 

• The sea level will rise → “rising seas” (l. 11) 

• Salt water will contaminate people’s wells and fields. → “seepage of saline water” (l. 12) 

• In developing countries, people will lack water and food → “will not have enough water” (l. 17), “at risk of hunger” (l. 19), “crop revenues in Africa will drop” (l. 21) 
Part two (from line 23 to the end) 
D. 1. conseiller – 2. sensible – 3. grande échelle – 4. déplacement
E. 1. rushed (l. 37) → pressés – qui partent de manière précipitée 
2. unwanted (l. 38) → non désirés 
3. unprepared (l. 38) → non préparés 
2. Climate migration fears “misplaced” 

F. optimistic 

2. Plusieurs phrases donnent une tonalité optimiste à cet article :

• “But this does not mean they will all migrate.” (l. 3) 

• “long-distance international migration will be the least likely option.” (l. 10) 

• “Richer countries, meanwhile, need to stop panicking about a mass influx of migrants that is unlikely to happen.” (l. 30) 
3. Climate migration is not to be feared. 
G. “they lack the necessary funds and social support.” (l. 6) 
H. they will probably make more... 
I. 1. False → “Policymakers must radically alter their views of migration” (l. 12) 2. True → “see it as a vital adaptation to climate change rather than as an unwanted consequence or a failure to adapt.” (l. 13) 
J. 1. increase “the capacity of local governments and institutions in small towns to support local economic development” (l. 26) 2. “provide basic services” (l. 28) 3. “regulate equitable access to natural resources” (l. 29) 
K. 1. “stop panicking about a mass influx of migrants that is unlikely to happen” (l. 30) 2. “focus on helping the poorer countries to face climate change” (l. 32) 
Ten words to remember :

Premier article : 1. rise (l. 6) – 2. area (l. 9) – 3. melt (l. 11) – 4. crop (l. 21) – 5. drop (l. 21) – 6. sensitive (l. 28) 
Deuxième article : 7. likely (l. 11) – 8. alter (l. 12) – 9. failure (l. 15) – 10. provide (l. 28) 

QUESTIONS (p107, livre) :

C. IN YOUR OWN WORDS
In the article from Scientific American, the journalist explains why there could be as many as 250 million climate refugees by 2050. He explains that people will move because there will be more natural catastrophes and also because of lack of water and starvation which will affect people, particularly in southern countries. He says that it will be “the largest migration in history” and that, contrary to migrants of the past, these new refugees will arrive unprepared and unwanted in countries which will not be ready to welcome them. 

Cecilia Tacoli is much less pessimistic in the article she wrote for BBC News. She explains that climate migration will be limited as it will be impossible for poor people to migrate to distant developed countries. She thinks that instead of panicking about an improbable immigration wave, policymakers – from poor and rich countries – should change their views on migration and take the measures needed to adapt to climate change. 

D. GOING FURTHER
2. The aim of the journalist who wrote the article in Scientific American is to raise awareness about the risks of a massive immigration wave due to climate change. He quotes experts and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change who predict that it will be the largest migration in history. He certainly wants to give a warning so that policymakers take measures to curb the effects of climate change.
3. The figures given in the first article are accompanied by expressions indicating that the problem is serious and / or could be worse: – number of people who could migrate by 2050: “as many as 250 million”. → The expression “as many as” insists on the high number. 

– number of Latin Americans, Asians and Africans who will not have enough water: “a minimum of 207 million people (...) inside a decade” → “ a minimum of” indicates that there will certainly be more; → “inside a decade” means that it could be sooner. 

· number of people suffering from hunger: “an extra 130 million”.

→ “an extra” means that you have to add this figure to the preceding one, which means that 337 million people (207 million + 130 million) will be likely to migrate. The journalist’s intention is definitely to alarm readers. The figures he gives are meant to impress them and make them aware of an impending catastrophe. 
4. On the contrary, Cecilia Tacoli’s aim is to reassure readers. Unlike the Scientific American journalist, she does not think millions are likely to migrate. She is convinced that fears are based on a misconception of migrant flows. She doesn’t believe that large numbers of poor people will be able to move to rich countries. 

In her view, climate change offers policymakers the opportunity to change their views on migration. Poor countries should get ready to receive local migrants by developing infrastructure and basic services in small towns. As for rich countries, Cecilia Tacoli thinks that they should stop all the alarmism and help southern countries protect the most vulnerable populations.

